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   Mr. Chairman, what has happened on this bill is that after the four disasters that have been
referred to this evening, the committee did what we did after the Congress was hit by anthrax a
number of years ago. The committee went around to the agencies to try to figure out exactly
what it was they needed to fully meet the needs of people who had been hit by these disasters.
They went to the Agriculture Department, and the Agriculture Department people unofficially
told the Congress what they thought the real level of need was. 

  

 

  

  There are some 35 States who have legitimate needs that need to be responded to with
respect to refurbishing or reconstructing highways that have been damaged. And there are
various other needs that will be listed in a chart which I will ask at the proper time to insert in the
record following the remarks I am now making. 

  

 

  

   Essentially, the chairman, his staff and my staff, tried to work out what we thought was a
tightly disciplined package to meet legitimate needs being faced in this unprecedented
hurricane year. Unfortunately, the way this place has come to work more and more is that
people who know the least about problems are the people who often have the most to say
about how they are dealt with. 

  

 

  

   And so, as a result, people who did not go around looking at the damage on the ground, as
some of our Florida colleagues did, people who did not have a direct knowledge of the damage
that was done and the kind of relief that was needed, they, for ideological reasons, decided that
the committee product did not suit their pure idea of what was good and righteous, and so they
decided, well, no, that is too much money. So the bill has been scaled back. 
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   Now, as a result of its being scaled back, we are going to have a couple of amendments that
are offered in Rube Goldberg fashion which will try to meet some of these legitimate needs by
slashing into funds that meet other Americans' legitimate needs in programs ranging from
agriculture conservation to cancer research. So we will be asked to vote for a bill which, as the
gentleman from Florida indicated, may be good as far as it goes, but it sure does not go very far
given the real need. 

  

 

  

   Now, this damage did not occur in my district, but there have been times when it did, and I
know how badly we needed that help. And I know when my farmers were hit with droughts how
badly they needed that help. And if we cannot remember what it was like when our constituents
were hit with this kind of problem, then we cannot expect other Members to remember when we
have a problem. 

  

 

  

   So I regret the fact that we have this half-a-loaf approach. I assume people will vote for it in
the end because it is about all that we can get out of the system, but this, again, is a sorry
mess. This Congress has not hesitated to provide $128,000 tax cuts to people making a million
bucks a year. But, oh, if you are a farmer who was hit by drought or if you are a property owner
hit by hurricane damage or if you are a town chairman trying to deal with your road problem,
sorry, buddy, you take second place, you take third place, you can sit in the caboose. We have
to put that millionaire in the front seat, first class. 

  

 

  

   That is essentially what this Congress has done on program after program all year long. We
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should not be surprised they would do it again tonight. It is too bad, but there is not much we
can do about it because the powers that be in this place have decided this is the way it is going
to be. 
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